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The Philippines is among the world’s most
vulnerable countries to climate change, experiencing
wide-ranging climate-related impacts including
more intense typhoons and rapid sea level rise. 
As a threat multiplier, climate change exacerbates
public health problems, widens health inequities,
and strains local health systems. 
Numerous global initiatives and national policy
developments have been made to address climate-
related health impacts. 
However, these aspirations for building climate
resilience remain poorly operationalized within local
health systems that are often under-resourced to
implement and innovate locally-appropriate
strategies for climate-health resilience. 

B A C K G R O U N D

This implementation project aims to pilot an
innovative, municipal-level intervention to build
climate-resilient local health systems in two
Philippine coastal towns - Alabat and Ajuy.
Specifically, the project aims to support municipal
governments to:

O B J E C T I V E S

1) Build knowledge and capacity
on climate and health planning
and budgeting 

2) Provide support to apply for
climate finance to fund local
climate-health projects targeting
community-prioritized needs

3) Foster collaboration within the
municipality to build political
and financial support for
climate-health action.
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- Local climate plans
- V & A assessments
- Budget plans

-  Validation of 
    findings
-  Project proposal
    development

Some of the activities embedded in the intervention include: 

Research and evaluation are also embedded through 
      pre- and post-activity surveys, key informant interviews,       
      and analysis of secondary health and environmental data. 

*Credits for photo: Montibano, G. E. (2022). [Untitled picture of people taking refuge on rooftops during flood]. Manila Bulletin. https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/11/n-iloilo-residents-climb-to-rooftops-as-flood-rises/

Residents of Ajuy on their rooftops
during typhoon Agaton (April, 2022)*    

For any questions, please contact the research team at  ceballos.ka.e@slmc-cm.edu.ph  or  guinto.rl.f@slmc-cm.edu.ph

PLANETARY & GLOBAL HEALTH PROGRAM

- Risks and impacts
- Tools and   
   frameworks

- Case studies
- Toolkits

- Meet with officials
- Site visits

Local governments deal with a diverse range of
concerns beyond climate and health. Thus, being
strategic in resilience-building initiatives is key (such as
identifying focal points and champions and building on
existing efforts).
There is growing recognition of climate and health
linkage, but technical capacity is very limited.
There is limited coherence between climate planning
and health planning frameworks, translating to limited
intersectoral cooperation in the execution phase.
Mainstreaming climate resilience in health systems is
challenged due to COVIDization.
But high-level buy-in (i.e., Mayor) can fuel interest and
drive cooperation among local stakeholders.
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